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PARISH MISSION 
We are a faith community of baptized Roman Catholics who feel called to build our lives in 
the image of Christ through Word, Sacrament and Christian service. Together we draw the 
people of Niles, Ohio and the surrounding areas to a closer relationship with God and each 
other. We serve in humility and love imitating his Holiness, Pope John XXIII. 
                                                      

                                                             WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2025  
Late Advent Weekday 

  8:30am – at Saint Rose Church in Girard 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2025 (SS)  
Late Advent Weekday 

   8:30am – Mike McMahon by MaryAnn 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025  
Christmas Eve 

   4:00pm – The People of the Parish (OLMC) 
   4:00pm – The People of the Parish (SS)      

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025  
Christmas Day 

   12:00am (Midnight Mass) –  
 The People of the Parish (OLMC) 
    9:00am – The People of the Parish (SS) 
    9:00am – The People of the Parish (OLMC) 

 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025 (SS) 
Saint Stephen, the First Martyr 

    8:30am – Connie Hake   
 by Saint Vincent de Paul St. Stephen Conference 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025 (OLMC) 
Vigil, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph    
    4:00pm – Cindy Ricciulli by Jack Martin 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

    9:00am – Michael McMahon  
 by Michael Darby families (SS) 
  11:30am – David and Angela Kaercher  
 by Sandra Haskell (OLMC)                           



 

 
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the sick of 
our parish community and for all who are in need especially: 
Merela Carrido, Dennis Liebert, Debbie Bindas, Joyce 

Cunningham, Joseph Russo, Karen Battin-Vitale, Dorothy 

Bianco, Alida Lendvay, Mary Beth Havasi, Janet Kandrac, 

Sue Kopetsky, John Wilson, Kathy DeCristofaro, Mitzi 

Malvasi, Jennifer Cable, Michelle Howard, Jo Medovich, 

Kevin Grafton, Mary Catherine Freel, Kara Stanford, Arlene 

Wilson, Mary Miller, Bob Leonard, Mike Kozak, Bob Adler, 

Sandy LaMonica, Carri R., Debbie Kovell, Lois DiFrancesco, 

Jack DiTunno, Tammy C., Faith Harnack, Paul Lapolla, Jim 

Orsine, Michael Edward Thompson, Martha Williams, Marie 

Perfette, Sue Mollis, Chuck and Bonnie Jorza, Rachel Tarr, 

Steve and Dee Cvengros, Rita Mae Dodasovich, Al Conti, 

Rosalie McGinnis, Gavin Lengle, Todd Beedy, John 

Daubner, Father Murphy, Peter Ford, Hudson Joseph, 

Nanette Ball, Rick Cool, Clair Darby Camp, Bridget Darby 

Flores, Eli Flores, Debbie Schimley, Lois Hockenberry, 

Gloria Nitsky, Lola L., Jim and Josephine Villecco, Marie 

Vross, Larry Batovsky, Sr., Carrie Trybus, Tamie Ezzo, 

Slanina family, Donald Augustine, Terry Wilson, Connie 

Lewis, Tina Bonanno, Stacy Sowers, Michael Kovell, Linda 

Marchese, Linda Cerimele and family, Catherine Wolf, 

Roberta Williams, Dan Brannon, Ella Rose Vecchione, and 

all those who suffer any illness, especially those who have no 

one to pray for them. 

 
NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES is collecting assorted 
food during the month of December. Please give to one of the 
ushers at church at the beginning of Mass or put in the clear 
bins in the entrance of the church.  
 

SAINT STEPHEN CAMPUS 
ETERNAL FLAME INTENTIONS-WEEK OF 

DECEMBER 21st  – 27th      
Norman and Mary Stanchar by daughters 

Brian Maximovich by Lois                                                                                                                                                          
 

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK  
Merlo Insurance 

Looking out for you 

Agents: Rob Merlo & Nunzio Merlo 

Located in Niles Park Plaza 

330-544-8000 

Auto * Home * Life * Business Insurance 

We thank our bulletin sponsors. Please patronize all our 

sponsors. 

 
Mass Count for December 13-14, 2025 

4:00pm – 191 (OLMC)  
9:00am – 134 (SS)   

 11:30am – 135 (OLMC)   
Total 460 people out of 955 registered parishioners 

BREAKFAST TO CELEBRATE  
THE FEAST ST. STEPHEN 

The breakfast to celebrate the Feast of St. Stephen will be held 
on Sunday, December 28th after the 9:00am Mass at Ciminero’s 
Banquet Centre. Cost is $10.00 per person. Reservations and 
payment are due today, Sunday, December 21st. Extra forms 
can be found in the back of the church. 

 

 
(December 13-14, 2025)  

Sunday collection:        $          9,113.50  
Monthly Dues:        $             243.50             
Parish Projects:        $             258.00  
Saint Vincent de Paul (OLMC):                      $               80.00 
Saint Vincent de Paul (SS):                        $               10.00 
Thanksgiving:                                                    $              125.00 
Immaculate Conception:                        $             264.50 
Religious Retirement Fund:                        $             200.00  
Christmas Flowers:                        $             681.50 
Christmas:                                $          1,833.00 
Solemnity of Mary:                                $               40.00 
All Souls:                                $                 5.00 
Cemetery Fund:         $             147.00 
We Share for November:                       $           2,435.00    
                        Thank you for your generosity! 

  

 
Parish School of Religion December & January Calendar:   
Sunday, December 21, No PSR – Christmas Break 
Sunday, December 28, No PSR – Christmas Break 
Sunday, January 4, Grades K-8, 10:10-11:20am 
Sunday, January 11, Grades K-8, 10:10-11:20am 
Sunday, January 18, No PSR – Martin Luther King Weekend 
Sunday, January 25, Grades K-8, 10:10-11:20am 
Sunday, January 25, Confirmation Session  
 (student and parents), 10:10-11:20am 
 

 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated to the Giving Tree at 
Mount Carmel and Saint Stephen Church. Also thank you to 
those who sorted, packaged and wrapped the gifts that were 
ready for Niles Community Services. Through your generosity 
you made 158 Niles Community Services clients from Mount 
Carmel and 50 Niles Community Services clients from Saint 
Stephen a Merry Christmas! Also thank you to all who donated 
gift cards towards the giving trees. May God continue to bless 
you and your families during this Christmas season! 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
DECEMBER 20-21, 2025 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 
OPLATKI 
For centuries, on Christmas Eve, families have practiced the 
beautiful tradition of breaking and sharing the Oplatki-
Christmas wafer. Oplatki means “Sacred Bread” and has been a 
symbol of Christianity and Jesus Christ, our bread of life. 
Oplatki is unblessed unleavened bread and is passed around at 
the Christmas Day dinner table, and also can be used on 
Christmas Eve as a century old Christmas Tradition. The wafers 
come with beautiful Christmas images, such as the Nativity or 
the Star of Bethlehem, stamped on the wafer. Oplatki is 
available in the sacristy of Saint Stephen Church after 9:00am 
Mass on Sundays. Cost is $3.00 per packet of 4 wafers and 
please put money in an envelope. 
   

All Mass Intentions have been scheduled that were returned 
with the form and stipend. There are some weekday / weekend 
dates available for Masses for 2026. If you are interested in 
booking Masses, please stop by the parish office between 
8:30am – 4:00pm.  If you are unable to do so, you may contact 
the parish office at 330-652-5825.  The Mass will be scheduled 
once the office receives the information & stipend.  Thank you. 
 

 
LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
4:00PM Mass (OLMC) 
Readers:   Cathy Lukasko, Angela Johnson 
Servers:    Kelly Lukasko, Greg Sefchik, Dante DeGennaro,  
                  John Marco DeGennaro 
EM’s:        Kathy Salapata, Alec Lukasko, Chrissy Lanham,  
                  Ben DeGennaro 
Ushers:     Harry Salapata, Barbara Frank, Joseph Zuzolo,  
                  Maurice Candio 
 
4:00PM Mass (SS) 
Sacristan:  Tom Fricker 
Reader:      Lisa Abraham 
Extraordinary Minister of the Bread: Julie Abraham 
Extraordinary Minister of the Cup:    Nora Hlad 
                                                                 Frank Dillon 
Altar Server:  Jeff Burke, Maria Yuhasz 
Greeter:  Carol Sylvester, Mary Ann McMahon 
 
 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 
12:00AM Mass (OLMC) 
Readers:   Beth Aurilio, Bernie Profato 
Servers:    Luca Aurilio, John Migliozzi, Marissa Bugos,  
                  Miranda Bugos 
EM’s:        Shawn Bertilacci, Kevin Weeks, Pam Sowers,  
                  Connie Migliozzi 
Ushers:     Ed Bugos, George Kaniclides, Dennis Youll 

 
9:00AM Mass (SS) 
Sacristan:   John Daubner 
Reader:       Charlie Burgess 
Extraordinary Minister of the Bread:   John Cullivan 
Extraordinary Minister of the Cup:      Lisa Burgess 
                                                                  Mary Kay Nicholas 
Altar Server:    Steve Garcar, Sophia Gearhart 
Greeter:   Rosella McCloskey, Anna Marie Granny 
 
9:00AM Mass (OLMC) 
Readers:  Anka Krakora, Matt Marrara 
Servers:   Nicholas Powell 
EM’s:       Debbie Barber, Lorie Prokup, Anna Mae Cuchna,  
                  Joey Rossi 
Ushers:    Michael Lastic, Anthony DeMaiolo, Jr.,    
                  

Saturday, December 27, 2025 
4:00PM Mass (OLMC) 
Readers:   Kathi Ciminero, Cathy Lukasko 
Servers:    Kelly Lukasko, Greg Sefchik 
EM’s:        Pam Sowers, Alec Lukasko, Dianne Pappada, 
                   Debbie Barber 
Ushers:      Jim Davis, Joseph Zuzolo, Dennis Youll,  
                   Maurice Candio, Barbara Frank, Anna Zysk 
 

 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 
9:00AM Mass (SS) 
Sacristan:   Tom Fricker 
Reader:       Mike Sylvester 
Extraordinary Minister of the Bread:   Sherrie Sylvester 
Extraordinary Minister of the Cup:      Angela Marzullo 
                                                                   John Cullivan 
Altar Server:   Steve Garcar 
Greeter:   Mary Ann McMahon, John Daubner 
 
11:30AM Mass (OLMC) 
Readers:  Anka Krakora, Angela Johnson 
Servers:   Dante DeGennaro, John Marco DeGennaro,  
                 Nicholas Powell 
EM’s:      Connie Klaben, Mike Klaben, Lorie Prokup,  
                 Kathy Salapata 
Ushers:    Michael Lastic, Ray Muche, Anthony DeMaiolo, Jr.,    
                 Ed Bugos, George Kaniclides, Harry Salapata, 
                 Michael Krakora, Don Andres, Sam Ragozine 

 
THANK YOU to all who helped decorate, cook, serve and 
cleanup at the Brunch with Santa last Sunday. We had a nice 
turnout even though the weather did not cooperate.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
DECEMBER 20-21, 2025 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 
MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS 
EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY: 
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00pm (OLMC) 
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00pm at (SS) 
Thursday, December 25th at 12:00am at (OLMC) 
Thursday, December 25th at 9:00am at (SS) 
Thursday, December 25th at 9:00am at (OLMC)  
 

 
MASS SCHEDULE FOR NEW YEARS EVE/ NEW 
YEARS DAY: 
Wednesday, December 31st at 4:00pm at (OLMC) 
Thursday, January 1st at 9:00am at (SS) 

 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY OF OUR 
LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society at the Mount Carmel campus 
wishes to express our gratitude for your continuing, generous 
support towards our efforts in meeting the needs of those less 
fortunate among us. Sharing your treasure has allowed us to 
provide the purchase of 20 hams served as a part of a one day 
carry-out meal to over 500 people at the Niles Road dining hall. 
Additionally, we have supplied gas cards and food vouchers, 
plus 40 - $25.00 gift cards to Niles Community Services for 
children for Christmas, in addition to our monthy donations, 
also, poinsettias to our parish shut-ins, Christmas wreaths to 
parishioners in nursing homes made by our beloved Carmel 
Rinaldi, donations supporting our recent Night at the Races, and 
Breakfast with Santa. As we continue to volunteer cooking and 
serving carry-out meals with 3 teams of workers at the dining 
hall, we call on our “better angels” to always provide us with 
the means to support less fortunate than ourselves.  
 

 
The parish office will close at 12:00pm on Tuesday, December 
23rd and will re-open at 8:30am on Monday, January 5th. The 
answering service will forward all sacramental emergencies 
during that time. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
The Twelve Days of Christmas are the festive days beginning 
with the evening of Christmas Day through the morning of 
Epiphany. This period is also known as Christmastide. Over the 
centuries, differing churches and sects of Christianity have 
changed the traditions, time frame, and their interpretations. 
What remains constant is celebrating the Birth of Jesus from 
December 25th and leading to Epiphany, traditionally January 
6th. The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is 
usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children. However, 
it is believed to be a song of Christian instruction dating back to 
16th century England, with hidden references to the basic 
teachings of our faith.  The song contains a mnemonic device to 
teach the catechism. The translated lines of the song are: 

The partridge in the pear tree was Jesus Christ. 
The two turtle doves were the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures. 
The three French hens are the virtues of faith, hope & 
love. 
The four calling birds were the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, 
Luke and John. 
The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Pentateuch – 
the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
The seven swans a-swimming represented the seven-fold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, right 
judgment, fortitude, knowledge, piety, fear of the Lord. 
The eight maids a-milking are the eight Beatitudes: the 
poor in spirit, the meek, they who mourn, they that hunger 
and thirst for justice, the merciful, the clean of heart, the 
peacemakers, and they who suffer persecution for the sake 
of justice. 
The nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments: 
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not 
make any graven images. You shall not take the name of 
the Lord your God in vain. Keep holy the Sabbath. Honor 
your father and mother. You shall not kill. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear 
false witness against thy neighbor. You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house. 
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful 
disciples: Peter, Andrew, James the Greater, James the 
Lesser, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
Thaddeus and Simon. 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolizes the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles Creed: [1] I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth [2] and in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord [3] who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary 
[4] suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried:  He descended into Hell [5] the third day He 
rose again from the dead [6] He ascended into Heaven [7] 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty [8] 
From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead 
[9] I believe in the Holy Spirit [10] one holy Catholic 
Church, the fellowship of saints [11] the forgiveness of sins 
[12] the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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